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Monthly Chinese Materia Medica Highlights

Wild cockscomb (Celosia argentea, Amaranthaceae, &#g, left) and
crested cockscomb (Celosia cristata, Amaranthaceae, X5 (E, right)

The dried ripe seed of Celosia argentea (celosiae semen) and the dried
spike of Celosia cristata (celosiae cristatae flos) are common medicinals official in
current Chinese Pharmacopeia. First recorded in the text of Divine Husbandman’s
Classic of Materia Medica (Shen Nong Ben Cao Jin) of the Eastern Han Dynasty
(25~220), celosiae semen clears liver fire, benefits the eyes, and removes
superficial visual obstruction. First appeared in the text of Materia Medica of South
Yunnan (Dian Nan Ben Cao) of the Ming Dynasty (1368~1644), celosiae cristatae
flos astringes to stop bleeding, checks vaginal discharge, and relieves dysentery.

These two plants from the same genus can be clearly identified by their
morphological and molecular biological characteristics. However, Celosia
argentea var. cristata is adopted as the scientific name of crested cockscomb in
some botanical literature, because it is usually regarded as a tetraploid cultivar of
wild cockscomb.
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The above colour photographs, English texts and Chinese poems are contributed by Prof
Hubiao Chen (Hong Kong), Dr Ping Guo (Hong Kong) and Prof Jiging Liu (Shenzhen),
respectively. This column is advised by Prof Zhongzhen Zhao (Hong Kong).
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